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G L I S T E N 
Sheen 1     1:30 p.1 
Glisten 1: Glaze (pavanne)   2:30 p.2 
Glisten 2: Luster (chaconne)   2:30 p.6 
Glisten 3: Glimmer (canon)  3:30 p.9 
Glisten 4: Gleam (aria)    4:30  p.24 
Glisten 5: Glint (cadenza)   3:30 p.30 
Sheen 2     1:00 p.40 
 

I N S T R U M E N T A T I O N 
violin 
cello 
piano 

 

 P E R F O R M A N C E   N O T E S : 

Accidentals apply to the octave in which they appear and hold throughout the  
measure, though in highly chromatic passages courtesy accidentals are given. 

 

      q = q   at all meter changes unless otherwise indicated. 

=  senza misura, or “without measure.” 

 

Every movement is to be played attacca. 

Approximate duration:  19 minutes  
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GLISTEN is the third in a triptych of works which deal with the visual 
phenomena of light, reflections, glazes and surfaces. The first is Tinted (also 
for piano trio), and the second is Glaze (for brass quintet and drum kit). 
 
The concepts I was interested in exploring are somewhat subtle and 
imprecise, such as glimmer, shimmer, gloss, glaze, sheen, and luster. These 
evoke not only very subtle visual differences, but also imply action and 
altering perceptions. When an object is glazed, for example, the exterior is 
coated with some sort of translucent material which then alters the tint, 
changes the texture, and reacts with light giving it a glossy, reflective, or flat 
quality. Rather than taking these ideas literally (as literally as one can 
represent visual phenomena in sound), I often took them as inspiration for 
process as much as for the aural result, leaving an open-ended 
interpretation for the listener. 
 
Glisten was commissioned by the Barlow Endowment for Music 
Composition for The Calyx Trio. 
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