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The Unreal City: Texts

1. Fragment

and when everything is silent
we are free,

when the clouds

and the moon have passed,

but until then

we are bound

to the waves

and casts of the wind,

and can only answer
the passage of time
with silence

and with song...

2. A dream dreamt

a dream dreamt to watch the dreamed
- tiger and peacock and dove —

a time set to stand in the grass
- listen, in your blood, it is I who sings

a simple yearning and fulfillment

a touch, a need

stone after stone before stone in a wall
- tiger

and peacock

and dove

3. The unreal city

but when I arrived at the unreal city

I couldn’t believe my eyes.

only the body remained,

in the streets as clear as glass, only the body.

I ran with the light in and out,

I fell and fell as the rain.

I stood in the middle of a square with trees,
I cried like a child by the river.

but those who met me
were not shadows

and those who walked past me
were not people

and I knew not
where I should turn.

there were not two stones left standing
there were no hearts and there was no light
but hands felt warm

and songs sounded from everyone’s lips.

smoke rose,
the body knew,
the clock locked

heaven in.

“Fragment” and “The unreal city” (“Den uvirkelige by”) ©1970, Poul Borum. Published in pd denne side, Gyldendal: Copenhagen, Denmark, 1970.

“A dream dreamt” (“En drem dremt”) ©1982, Poul Borum. Published in Hver dag pd ny, Gyldendal: Copenhagen, Denmark, 1982.
English translations by Lansing D. McLoskey, with assistance from Peter Borum. Used with permission of Gyldendal Group Agency.

English translations ©2011, Lansing D. McLoskey.
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